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An Exact Relation, &Cc. 


>S2INCE my coming from Sea, I have 
Y Read the ſeveral Prints which have been 
publiſhed, and have alſo in daily conver- 
ſation about Town obſerved the various 
Reports, and opinions of Men, every 
| A one diſcourſing as he ſtands affeed, 
touching the ConduR and Behayiour of 

the ſeveral Squadrons of his Majeſties Fleet by Sa, during 
this Expedition : I perceive, that through the heat of Mens 
manifold Contradi&ions both in Court and City, the Story 
of the whole matter is told only as this and t'other FaQtion, 
or AﬀeRion would have it, by which means the Truth 
of things hath been hidden from His Majeſtyz and is like 
tot be from the Parliament and People of Exgl-nd, unleſs 
there ſtand forth ſome faithfull Relator. Therefore in 
all Loyalty to my King, and with a moſt affeRionate re- 
gard co His Service, that He and His Parlizment may truly 
underſtand where the fauit lies, that they, after ſo great 
anexpence of Blood and Treaſure, have reaped no greater 
fruit of ſo grand an undertaking z 1 conceive it my Duty, 
having had the opportunity to be an Eye Witneſs of every 
Motion and AQtion from firſt to laſt, and being no. way 
obliged to favour or disfavour any Party concerned therein, - 
” -"% Penin hand, and give this clear account of the Bu- 
neſs. 
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But befote I come to Matter of FaR, it will be very 
convenient to acquaint you with ſome Particulars, the 
knowledge whereof is abſolutely neceſlary to gain a right 
underſtanding of the SubjeR here related, 

Aﬀter a contiouation of the' War this laſt Summer 
with 'the Wuited Provinces had been Reſolved on by 
His Majeſty, the next thing to be thought on was 
the appainting a Commander in Chief over the Fleet char 
rad, ſent forthz and concerning the Perſon, though 
.. all Men judged the Employment of Courſe might continue 
in the Hangs of His Royal Highneſs the Dyke of York, 
as-Lord High Admirall of England, yet upon weighty 
Reafons of Stace, it was at length thonghec beſt for the £ 
of this Kingdom, which is highly concerned in the (afery 
of the Heir Apparent of the Crown, that at prefent His 
Royal Fefinels ſhould be excuſed from running any fur- 
cher hazard of his Perfon in fo dangerous a Service he 
having already roo often Expoſed himſelt.at Sea wich high 
Courage and Refohution; and therefore His Highnels Prince 
R peer being nominated, as the next firteſt Perſon to under- 
take that Command, His Majeſty was pleaſed to reſolve 
thereupon, And with this His Majeſties parpoſe there im- 
mediarely enſued a marvelc.us Concurrence of the Peoples 
AﬀeCtions in City and Countrey, ( all over the Kingdom ) 
as welt in Regard of the Rayal Stock from whence His 
Highneſs ſprang, as of His high Courage, ConduR, and 
Jong Experience in, Aﬀairs Mhlirary by Sea and L1nd, in 
this; and many other Nations; bur yer more in reſpec of 
His tried Conſtancy to, and zeal for the Reformed Proteſtant 
Profeſsi0n of Religion, and all the Intereſts thereof, for the 
ſake whereof He and His Royal Family had long {uffered 
the ormoſt extremity :' The Senſe whereof was that which 
chiefly drew the Hearts of the People to rejoyce in His 
Majeſties Affignation of that moſt illuſtjous Prince, ig 
being at ſach a time when rhe Parliament had taken Cop. 
nizanſe of the Confidence and Inſolence of the Popsſb Party; 


| many of which being crepe into placero! Truſt an&- Com 
mand, gave an univerſal jeatouſie to-the Kingdom, in”; 
ſomuch that His Majeſty and 'the Parliament faw it ne- 
ceſſa:y, for the breaking of their Strength and Confidence, 
to put an Vnjverſal Teſt upon all men that held 
; * 2ny peblick Office or Implay by Sex or Land, in ordec 

to the removing of all ſuzh, as not ſubmitting thereto, 

ſhould be found. Pepiſbly offefFed. Bur yet potwirtſtand- 

ing this general Approbation and Applauſe of the Com- 

manger in Chiet , there were a Generation of Men of 

another mind, who having found all their Arts, and En- 

deavours of diverting His Majefty from this choice t6 be in 

yain, tack'd about to the old trick of S'ate, of deviting how 

undcerhand totake off the Chariot Wheels of the Fnnces 

| Expedition, and to clap #1 dead weight to retard him; and 

lis ſo to handle the Matteramong all forts of Navy and Sea- 
Officers, thet partly defe of due preparation,. farniture, 

and ſupplies might diſable Him, partly the itt eiming of 

every Requiſite, and finally the ſtarting: of Incereſts 

difcontents and little- Feids in the Fleet, might -renger 

[ the whole Enterprize of no more Effet chan might juſt 

| foit with their own Ends, and if poſfible, bring back the 
Prince with no moreViRtory than what might pleaſe them, 
and their Accomplices. In order hereunto, it is worth 
the while to conſider how pat things were laid and fell our; 
for, 6ur Preparations were ſo delay'd, that the Dutch got 
their Fleet out before us; and after we were in part ready, 
it was towzrds the end of April before the Prince could 
get his Commiſſion, and InſtruQion to aR by them ſo 
that the Petch having a Deſign to link Sintergbetween 
the Hidfyle Grounds, to (poil the going of 'our , Ships our 
and intothe River, were very near theeffeRting of itz and 
had done it,but that His Highne(s ſuſpcRing ir,with much 
induſtry got together as many of the 4th. and 55h, Rare 
Ships as he could, and ſome Fire-ſhips, with which be 
went quickly out, and defeated; the Miſchief they ifr 


_Matteis: Being carried; thus tardily by Friends at home, 
the (4me ſpirit ſeem'd alſo to-poſſeſs our Confederates on, 
che Coaſt of 'Frence : ſo that there was the more urgenc 
neceſſity for us to have doubled our diligence, and to have 
made all imaginable haſt, For, we had certain intelligence, 
that the French Fleet, being then at Bref, would nor ſtir. 
from their own Coaſt, till they ſhould hear that Ours were 
ot into the Channel; (o that even then an /{ Omen aroſe 
in our minds, that they, in time of ARion, might fall 
ſhort of ſuch alacrity as becomes ſo grand an oaceriaking 
Eſpecially ſeeing we had at the fame time Intelligence allo, 
that the Dutch were labouring night and day toaugment 
theirFleet,aud would grow ſtronger and ſtronger every day. 
It being therefore neceſſary we ſhould joyn the French 
with all ſpeed, His Highneſs reſolving thereon, gave a 
high proof of His Courage in all Attempts, to paſs in 
deſpight of the Enemy then Riding nigh the-Guxfleet , and 
of his Prudence, -in ſo cleanly paſſing with the Fleet againſt 
the Wind, through a paſſage of ſo great hazard as the 
Narrow, For which hazard, to the egdangering of His Ma» 
jeſties whole Fleet, the Nation ows.much t5 the Contris 
vers of thoſe delays, which gave. the Dwrch opportunity 
ro reduce His Highneſs to the neceſlity of ſo paſſing, if he 
meant to unite with the French : Which brave Atchieve- 
ment of his ſtruck ſuch a terror into the Enemy, that they 
durſt not abide by it, but bore away totheir own. Coaſt, 
to ride. {ſecure upon their Guard, within the Sands at 
Schonevelt. 


Which Gallant Action of His Highneſs deſerves (0 much | 


the greater Eſtimation, ſeeing never any Prince went forth 
upon a' Var for the publick good, and the Hongur-of any 
Nation , uader! greater . diſcouragements:;; Far.,. (ome 
Perſons iof high Truſt under His Majeſty had ſuch .an 
Influence upon Aﬀeirs, that when they could no longer 
hinder the iſſuing forth of;, His Highneſs Commiſſion, 
they took care ſo to.qualifie and Qurtail ir, that they lefc 
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in t0 wake-ſo-muchaione Officer.in thEwhole 
Tl, vue he could:upon requeſt obctin the favour ſotÞ 
doyfo.that Perſons werg pyt upan him for Seaofficers,from 
whom (for the moſt part ) as: he could-have no- particular 
zſſurance of affection to himſelf,. ſo he was, altogether un- 
acquynted, whether they had moſt, Faith and Firmne( to 
by Uaichy 204 be Kingdoms Service, or 0 the Intrigues 
and Seryice of theig own pariiguler, Patrango rn 1 17 072 57 
' Upon this. accquge. ir. was, That /when/the Prince had : 
pirched upon Sir Robert Holmes for Imployment under him, 
as a Mag of tried Valour, Fidelity, and Experience in Sea- 
fights, and one tbar,his Highneſs could. ſafely Confide in, 
being e that from his Youth had been Edycated. id his 
flig nals « Family, it was ſo carried that; he: conld:by nd 
means be admitted into any Command; and becwuſe: of 
ſome animoſity betwixt him agd: Sir: Fdpord: Spragg; that 
vne point was made uſe of, as a pretence for the 1a des 
him aſiqe,, notwithſtanging che. earns Rodgayoursiof/the 
Princeto have got his old Servant along, with! himi; -one 
whom hemight ſurely have relied op,, 'Andito that end; his 
Hi ghgels had propounded ſuch ways and; means.1to; recon»: 
cile. the matter, ſoa5 tornakebork, of ham uſeſul-£6, the! 
publick Totereſt, ,and.to ſatisherhe Reaſon ak alk the\Tas 
tereſted ObjeRors, if they had hada ming ro;be ſatisfied: 

- But it ſeems by what fell outaſterwards,that-they had 0- 
ther work for Sir Edward Spragg. to do beſides fighting by* 
Seazand therefore the ſacrificing of Sir, Robert Holmerto. Pri- 

acy,and the laying him aſide lzom che opportunity of-payy'\ 
into the m3hagement of Sea; affaits,wasa thing by 2 
1dged on diyers accounts at.this. time abſglurely. neceſſary 
co their ends z for they had determiagd. (as. appeirs ) to 
ſend Sir Egard Spragg, though, Vice:Agmiralat the Blew 
Squadron, .0na ſpecial Journey by Land-tq nepowagein the: 
342 gt:f747%%.( who, furely.is che firſt, Yiee- Admiratehit: 
ever went out of Exg/ard to the French,, to learn how to. 
Fight by Sea) where he.was Graciouſly Kege voce Thy ly 
: argue 
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Catefſed; .and thence No 
Fuel, 8c:). and aft rhiv © carries, vhet'it was withou 
the privity of: Prince Rup#t,” who! perhaps 'rhowy not td 
rhis'minnce;' and no more then His Majeſty does, what 
buſineſs he cranſaRted there, 

Nor was this all , - for, to make ſare work yet further, it 
was 25 cautioufly provided, *that his Highnefs \might, not 
be crowded with: too many - Conterns'y fot,” whin' His 
Majeſty in his Royal Wiſdom chonght fir , to give him a 
Commiſſion ro raiſe a Haritime Regimen, which was to 
have been paid ont-of the Eſtabliſhment of 1reland by my 
Lord 8axelagh, 'they preſently caſt abour how fo'fraſtrate 
this Orderot the Kings, and thereupon offered for ſpecioug 
Reafons for it 'to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Terk, 
that be was thereby induced co divert His Majefties pur- 


bly-Dilmifſed (Tote fay wk 


poſe in that matter, * So there was an end of this Com-' 


moſſtom, - Cas eden The pave : 

 Aind:for the Chief Officers of his Highnef(s's own Squa- 
dron,:it muſt be remarked alſo, how he was accommodated 
( vis; ) ' with 'Sir Foby Harman for his Vice: Admiral ; 
which is 'not aientioned as if any fault could have been 


found with SifFoby Parmiy , if he Hid then been the” 


Sit iFobs Harman he once was, (that is'to (ay) rhe ſame 
Aaiveimanind' Gant Commematider z -bur alas 7 he was 
Sick when he went aboard, and there tyedby rheleg in his 
Cabin with the Gour, not able to ſtir either hand or foot. 


The _—_ Ree Admirtfof the 3{ew was Capt. Nor- 
ti 


who beinſt chen abfenit in the _—_ catye not{”, « , 


in after the' two firſt Engagements; w 
might have occafioned ſome competition among the Oth- 


cers ofthe Fleet for that Place : For, though he were a 
goud Seaman, yet there were many others in the Fleets: - 
thar were of better merit, and longer” Service, and the? - 
offence that muſt haye been given to others, had he en-/ 


joyed ir, was taken off by putting a Perſon of ſo great 
Quality as my Lord Offory-into the Place, His Highn 


ich otherwife 


ſes 
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own Reet- Admiral; was Sir Fohw'Cbrebeley, 2 Perlon'of 
Honour and-Quality, yetbat of late a Seaman : which.is 
not ſaid with intent of dioiaucion, bat only to-give aicleat 
account of things .: For though a man may be of ever (0 
much merit in other Qualifications, yet if he be put upon 
any Office or Employment, the leſs Exprience he hath 
had therein, the lefs advantage he is like to bring to the 
Service. | | 
By theſe things it appears how the main Wheels were 
clogged, and how fick the Officers mult needs be, and 
how faint the hearts of the whole Fleer, to obſerve hoy 
they were dealt with upon ſo important an occaſion, as 2 
War for the Intereſt and Honour of the King and King- 
dom ; eſpecially when. they ſaw they wanted both Work- 
men and Tools for the work, ( that is to ſay) Seamen and 
Supplies. As for Seamen, it is tobe noted, Thar though 
the Prince made it his Buſineſs to urge the gecting of 
them bertimes, Yet notwithſtanding all his ſolicitations, 
the Order for impreſſing of Seamen could not be got till 
it was very late, ſo that it was the Month of CHarch 
before the Preſs began, though in the precedent year it be- 
an as early as November, But though it was this year 
late as March, yeteventhen, matters were ſo carried, 
that it was impoſſible for his Highneſs to be (ufficiently 
Mann'd, ſeeing the Preſs- warrants were of little effet 
being Check by Protections which had before ben granted 
to Thouſands of Sez-mcn @ Fiſher-men, and Water-men, 
that wonld have made good Sea-men, Nevertheleſs, his 
Highneſs abating no whit of his Aﬀe@ion and Zeal for His 
Majeſty and the Nations Service, reſolved to break through 
all diſcouragements z and as ilt accommodated as he was, 


gw ringehe Dutch Fleet were got out, braving it upon our 
; Coak, 


did with all Expedition haſten forth ro Sex; being 
fed at leaſt, and fer forward ' with ſome empty promiſes, 
That Sea-men and Neceſlaries ſhould be ſent after him 
which provedat WD een" 5 renee Starr put upon 


fo highaComminder: Andall ocher thidgs miſ&rab!yſuired; 
when-after it drew orcothe Pointof, ARiowz as will ap- 
peat in t he enſuing part of this Relation, 

For; on the 271th. day of May, which-was the day before 
our firſt Engagement with the Enemy ; when his Highneſs 
perceived they would not admit of a Fight in fair Sea- 
room, -but kept to. their Advantage riding within the 
Sands at Schonevelt, Heaccording toa reſolve of a Coug- 
cel of War-( His Majeſty preſeat) like a M:gnanimous 
Prince, reſolved to Fight them in that very place, rather: 
then permic them to wear away the Summer with longer de- 
lays; which they ſeemed maialy-to-intend : which is the 
bigheſt proof of Courage, the like ARtion having never 
beenattempred in that ſtation before.. So all-the Sands 
having been ſounded ſome days be'ore, and it having been 
concluded at a Councel of War held on Board the 'Royal 
Charlrs, ro Attackthe Enzmy Riding thereat Anchor ina 
Line betweenthe Ras andthe Stpny Bank, bis Highneſs on 
the 28th. day about 9 a Clock in fhe Morning Commanded 
the firing,ot a Gun, upon which we looled our fore-rop- 
{aj}, and Weighed, and Hoiſted the Union Flagg on the Mi- 
zor Peck, Ayhich isthe Stgnal to-Sail on towards the Ene- 
my..-; This wasaccordingly oveyed by aSquadion that was 
ordered out of the ſeveral Diviſions of the Fleer, confiſt- 
ing inall of 35, Frigats, and 4.3. Fireſhips, who went with 
an calie $:3yl, the Wind at $, $, W, In the mean while the 
Body of the Frexcb{ all, except ſome who ſtragling gor 
into our Diviſion, did indeed behave themſelves very gal- 
Jantly ) made little or no Sail,” but kepriinthe Recr of us, 
though they ſaw the Helander ſtretch ic ro the North» 
ward, Thenthe Prince p:tforth the Red Flgg on the 
Fore-topmaſt heads ſoall our Commanded' Ships went a - 
head, and by 17, a Clock at Noon Engaged the Enemies 
Van, Commanded by Tremp : The Prince himſelf alſo En- 
gaged two hours before the Frenchy in which time we fo 
prefled Trowp, that he was forced togive way, and retire 
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as.far as 


-- 


him not down, bur rather lefr him, And de Ryter, not 
tobe behind with them in kindneſs, quitted them, and 
came to his Highneſs z whoſe Squadron being too near the 
Shore, was for that Rexſon neceſſirated to ſtand the other 
way, toſuch degree, that had it not been for fear of the 
Shoa!es, we had driven them into their Harbours, and given 
His Majeſty at that time a better account of them, not- 
withſtanding the ill accommodations that we were under 5 
more particularly in the Royal Charles, his Highneſs's own 
Ship, which proved ſo Cranck-fided, and fetch'd ſomuch 
W ater in at the Ports, that her lower Tire of Guns could 
not be made uſqpst, though it was a very eafic Gale that 
we had during this Engagement; the Iflue whereof was, 


That the Enemy had many Men ſliin;many Ships diſabled, 


and ſome deſtroyed z Yea, and de Ruytry and Tromp muſt 
have been burnt by our Fireſhips, had they: done their Duty. 
We ſaw two Ships funk, The French (ay they faw one 
burnt, two diſabled, and three run aſhoar, The Loſs on 
our ſide was very inconfiderable, two of our Ships being 
only diſabled, viz. The Cambridge and Reſolntion : very 
tew Common Men were loſt, and only theſe Officers, 
Capt. Fow/#, Capt, worden, and Capt, Finch, Colonel 
Hamilton had his Legg ſhot, ct which returning home, he 
_ - London. A!) thereſt that Engaged came off very 
ravely, | 

Now from the time of this Aion to the 4th. of Func 
litrle was done, fave the repairing of defe&s, and amend- 
ingougTackle,towards which we were all ill furniſhed as we 


rhe Sads wauldgivehins leaves .* Then the Cont - 
d Eſtreerand the PrexchSquadron becatneatiengehEngaged * 
with de Ruyter : which profpered not fo well; for,they bore * 


Fi 


were with all other Neceſlaries, not having ſo much as 


Necdles and Thread ſufficient for the work, to the great 
Praiſe of-our Providers be it ſpoken, And though his 
Highneſs had made it his Buſineſs Night and Day to get 
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the promiſed Supplies of Sea-menaboard, and ſome had' 


undertaken toda, yet it came to no Effet, On the © 
34, of Jane, which-wes theday before our Second Engage» 
ment, his Highneſs. ſuſpeQing:the Enemy, that Riding on 
their own Coaft they mighr'be refitted and furniſhed with 
all things, the which benefit they knew (as the Wind 
ſtood ) we could not have, and ſo would be Enccuraged 
to come out: again upon us, beſtirred himſelf exceedingly 
ro getinto a poſture fit to receive them: and not preſu- 
ming to truſt himſelf the ſecond time in the Regal Charles, 
he this day quicted her, and having opportunity of Wea. 
ther, weat aboard the Rye! Soveraign, where imagining 
the Enemy.might Attack-usthat Night, he went not to 
Bed, but waited till Morning, Fae the 4th, when about 
9 2 Clock our Scouts gave the Sign, That the Enemy was 
a. Weighing with freſh Sea-men and'Provifions, to take 
their advantage agiinſ} us, 2s they very: fairly had irs for 
then aſtrange thing was done by Sir Edward Spragg, who, 
though he.was.told of. the. Enemy; and faw them himſelf, 
yet would needs loſe ſo much time as to come fix Mites in 
his, Boat, and bring his Reer Admiral my Lord of offory 
along with. him aboard the Sowerargn, under a pretence of 
Buſineſs; the Conſequence:whereot was, That the Ene- 
my.coming on with the advantage ob a ſtiff Gale of Wind 
at N, E, TheBlew Squadran Commanded*by- Sir Farard 
Spraze, by reaſon of his abſence, ſtood not away cloſe by 
the Wind to the Northward, as he had been Ordered to 
do, thcugh his Highneſs with all poſhible ſpeed haſtened 
him back , who being got on Board, at length, after loſs 
of time,, mace Saylcorh@No:thward, This paſſage-of 
Sir Edufrd Sprage being oblerved by Count a Eſirees, be 
theff$0n took occaſion to lay by, and delay time ; which 
point cf behaviour we knew not what.to think of, it be- 
10g the ſeaſon of: Action, ſor that the Dutch were bearing 
-downtous; And now more then ever we became ſenfible 
of the want of Sea men, not having enough to Weigh up 
our Anchors ; ſo:that to prevent a greater: miſchief, his 
Highaeſs 


Highneſs was conftrained to order the curting off his ow 
Cable,. that we might be up with the'Enemy., By this 
time Tromp with the Van became Engrged with Pragg, 
and de Reuter with his Highneſs, whomade a ſhew as if he 
would come vet y near us z but before he came within Muſ- 
quet ſhot, he ſp: «ng his Loof , and clofd his Wind as 
much as he could, going off ona ſudden for good and all ; 
and then cloſing w.th Tremp, their whole Fleet being 
bravely repulſed, they cautiouſly ſtood Pelting at us at a 
oreat diſtance, that they might be the nearer to their Re- 
ſerve of ſecu:ity within the Sans ar Scoonevels upon occa- 
fion. It was about 5 aClock in the Afternoon that the 
Engagement bega1 ; and when they were reduced to Pel- 
tin2, it ſocontinu-d till 11 or 12 aClock at Night, we all 
the while keeping our GrounJ, notwithſtanJing their Fire« 
ſhips, after which they Tack'd, ſtanding towards the Eaſt 
Southerly, { Thenabout two in the Morning we Tack'd 
alſo, and ſtood after them z but ſecing no likelyhood of 
reaching hem before thzy could get within the Sands, we 
thoughtnot meet to follow them any further, and ſo Teck'r 
2g1in and ſtood for our own Coaſt. What Loſs they ſul- 
tained, we, by reaſon.of thcir going off in ſuch a Confuſi- 
on, cannottell. On our fiJe we lo't very few of our Men, 
and of our Commanders only Capt. W:i'e of the War- 
feiehs, and Capt, Sadlington of the Crown were killed; of 
the Foot Officers, Capt, Henſhaw , and Lieutenant Fitz 
Gerald; and Lizutenant Tuftos was Wounded Bur for 
our Ships, as in the firſt Exgazement, after we had ſuffici- 
ently beaten the Enemy, we came oft without the loſs of 
one man of War, or ſo much as one Ship touching the 
Ground, though that Fight was maintained ina dangerous 
place, So in this Second Engagemem, wherein the Enemy 
came on with the advantage of the Wiad, Freſh Men, 
and Proviſions, &c. againlt us, weloſt never a Ship, and 
butfew Men. For which His Majeſty and the Nation: 
owes. much, next under God, to his Highneſs, who at a 
ume. 


mewner 10n-ſupp es, Anc want Ot: .and Ort . 
cellaries, would have aitled any man, gave ſuch fignal 
Evidence of his Courage, Diligenceand Prudence in the 
Condutt of the Fleec, as is Admirable to confider in fo 
great Diſcouragement and D.ſorder as we were under, by 
_ of the prepoſterous behaviour and delays of ſome 
OtNnets. 

The next day, being Fune the 5th. and no Enemy in 
fight, we had leiſure to conſider our Conditicnz 2n1 then 
from the whole Fleet came milc1avle complaints to his 
H:ghneſs of want of Sex-men, and all manner of things 
in every Ship, though all chings had been often written 
for, and promiſed they ſhould be ſent after vs ; the Com- 
manders exclaiming th: y ſhould be thus expoſe, ſo as not 
ro have convenient Supplies, but be in wane of Powder, 
Short, Water, Beer, and ſmall ſtor+3, Fiſhes, and what 
not; whe:eupon it being impoſſivle ro avoid a going 
home, torcvictual and refic our (elves preſently, we ler 
Sayl for the Gun fl-er, and about 9 a Clock ae Nizht came 
ro-an Anchor there, and theace the tollowing diy m14e 
towa:ds the Buoy of the Nore, where on the eg 1th vi Tune 
we Rode at Anchor, and on the 14*/. his H:g'incls re- 
turn:d to Londen to give His Mijeſty an Acconne how 
things ſtood, and to Preſs on a (pe. dy ſupp!yirg of 4ll 
Neceſlaries for che Refitting of the Flcer out co Sea 
ag2in. 

Tide 21ſt. his Highneſs returned to the Fleer again, 
where, with indetarigable Induſtry, he ſet all things infor- 
wardneſs, and made ſoquick diſpatch, that had not a de- 
Jay intervened, about a deſign of ſending SolCie:s to be 
Landed by us in Holand, we had been much (ſooner our ar 
Sea: but by the'1 6th, of Fuly his Highneſs Weighed, and 
His Majeſty alſoin his Yacht, having a ſtrong Gale at $.”, 
and came to the Middle-ground, where humbly taking 
his leave of His Majeſty, he quickly got the Fleet through 
the Narrow, and on the 19, of July ſtood with an caſie 
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Sayl forthe Coaft of Zealand, The next day we diſcovered 
the Enemies Fleetat Anchor in the Schoneve!?, bearing S,F, 


' of us: -On the 22d, inthe M orning we ſtood to Sea, the 


Enemy no ſooner perceived it, but they ſtood after us, 
and the Wind Veering ſuddenly to the S. I, made them 
getthe Wind of us, ſo that none of our Ships coujd wea- 
ther them, And to wavean Engaging, for which when 
they (aw us putting our ſelves in Order, they ſtood for 
their own CoMRt ag:in, and wepurſued our Reſolution of 
ſtinding along their Coaſt, which we did the 24h. look- 
ing into the Ul to Anchor fair off of the Tex:l. So that 
on the 9th, of eAvguft we had the opportunity of taking 
one of the Dutch E:f India Ships, cailed the Papenburgh, 
making homewards. Oa the 1044. we had fight again of 


'the Holland F/et Randing to the Northward , and bore 


down -to them, Then his Highneſs Commanded the 
French a particular courſe, the Enemy being come three - 
Leagues to Leeward of us but here the Frexch wete plei- 
ſed to give us an early Taſt of their Temper: For, their 
Fleet lay by twice that Night, and made fo little Say, . 
that the Enemy had opportunity to ſtrerch our a head of 
us, The firſt time that the French now faltered thus was - 
abcut 11 a Clockat Night z which his Highneſs wondet- 
ing at, as contrary to Orcer, our whole Fleet was fotced to 
lye by whileſt a Meſſenger was ſent on: Board che Count 
d Eftrees to know the Reafon, and to Order him to. make- 
Sayl again. Nevertheleſs, after alittle more Sayl made, 
he about one a Clock in the Morning laid bis Sayles to the - 
Maſtagainz which'/gave a ſecond ftop to our Fleet, while 
his Highneſs ſent a Meſlage by a (cond Meſſenger to the 
ſame purpoſe. And by this means the Datch, making all - 
the Sayl they could, and the Wind Veering to the E, and 
E, by S, they got the advantage of-the Wind of us, being. 
cloſe by the Shore'under Camperdown, About day-break 
we (aw them about a League and half to Windward of us, 
the Wind being then at E.S, E, fair Weather : at which 


time both our Bleet and theirs were ſtanding to the North- 
ward: 'Upen this his kighneſs ſtrecch't it away till Gx in 
the Morning, being Monday the 11#h, of Avesft. The 
Dutch being then ro Windward, began to bear down upon 
him: Whereupon his Highneſs thoughe fic to Tack, nar 
having Room to the Eaſtward to Fight ; by which Tack- 
ing the Fleet was brought into a very good Line and Order. 
The Wind now at $. E, his Highneſs prepared all thinks 
for a full and deciding Battel, -putting abro#. the Signal for 
our Fleet to Tack to the Southward; which they did, He 
had put the French in the Van, himſelt in the Middle, and 
Sir Edward Spragg in the Reer. Our Fleetbeing extended 
longer then the Enemies, and the VWiad coming to the 
South, rhe French lay fair co get the Wind of them, How- 
ever, the Enemy bore down aud Engaged us, de Rnyter 
undertook his Highneſs; Trowp provoked Sir Edward 
Sprage and his Blew Squadron, who laid his fofe-rop Sayl 
to the Maſtto ſtay for him, contrary to his Highneſs's Ex- 

reſs Orders, artd his own Duty s while de Rugier and Bowe 

ers. Vice Admiral of Zealand, both of them with all 
their Men of War and Fire-ſhips, came down upon his 
Highneſs his Red Squadron, except eight Men of War 
of the Zealand Squadron, whom Baxkaert had ſent with 
three Fiteſhips to fall upon the Reer of the FrewchSquadrony 
where Monſieur de Martel, the French Vice Admiral, 
being Cannon ſhot nearer to the Commanded party of Zea- 
land, then any other Ship of his Diviſion, received Five of 
them with (uch bravery of Reſolution, that he fought them 
two hours, and. was ſo fortunateas todiſableene of them, 
which the reſt had enough todo to carry off, but by the 
way ſhe appegred to be on Fire, cauſed by ſome Fire-balls 
that had been ſhot into her. This Gentlemen de Murtel 
ſeems by many Circumſtances 2 moſt Gallant Man, zea+ 
lousof his own Honour, and the Honour of his Nation, and 
Faithful to the-urmoſt ; ſo that whes he had obſerved the 
Carriage of his own Admizal Count d' Efrees upon, this 


occafion, he after the Fight ſem the Prince 2n Agcount 
chereof in a-particular Relation, it being 2s he” faid; the 
fame chat he had fent trohis Maſter the King of Fraxce;: 
wherein he taxed the Count, that he gave thoſe Zelan- 
ders leave to paſs by the whole Squadron of the Freach 
with theirdifabled Ship, to ſecure her and themſelves in 
making back to the reſt of their Zealand party : of which 
when de 2Zartel challenged the Captains of his Diviſion for 
failing to relieve him, they (aid they had Orders from Mon- 
fieur 4 Eftrees to regard none of his Motions, fo that it 
ſeems the Count choſe rather to venture apoint of Honour, 
then depart from his ownprivate reſerve of mind, This 
AQton being over, de «Martel retired, and united again 
with the main Body of the French Squadron z where he 
afterwards durſt not be fo forward any more, but ſtood as 
- as the reſt of his Fellows : Of which more by and 
Y. 
By this behaviour of 4 Eſtrees there is Ground enough 
to Collect, Thar de Rayter and the Zealand Vice- Admiral 
were before-hand pretty Confident, that the Freach would 
not hurt them : which made the Zealander fend 'only that 
ſmall party of Men of War, to tall upon de Martel for 
his forwardnefs ; elfe there had been no reaſon he ſhould 
have preſumed ſo far to negleR the French, as to unite 
himſelt and all the reſt of his Zealanders with the Squa- 
dron of de Ryzter, tobring their whole Force upon his 
Highneſs, 
It was about $, a Clock e're the Fight began, and before 
9. there fell a Fogg, with a ſmall Rain, which continued 
untill nigh Noon then it cleared up, and the Wind came 
to the South, which put the French, being a head, to 
Windward of the Datch : And then the Batrel being re- 
'newed, the whole burthen and brunt of de Ruyter and Ban- 
kaert, (thoſe Menof War alſo that fought de Martel being 
United) fell again upon his Highneſs and Sir John Har- 
mans Diviſion, while the French, inſtead -of Tacking: and 


ngaging the Enemy ( as was expeRted from them) ſtood 
away to the $, E, the Wind then at. S, $, #. and ſtood 
full ewo Leagues away before they Tack'd again, adding 
this Comp!gment to the former, will when they gave the 
eightZealand Men of War free paſſage back from de Martel 
to their Fellows, Now as this gave great Encouragement 
tothe Enemy, ſo it would have appeall'd any Man. leſs 
Couragious then. the Prineg.,to- ſee himſelf thus deferred, 
Bur b:1ides this, it was ſtrange that Sir Edward Sprage,, 
contrary to. Order, and to the ſolemn aſſurance that he 
gave his Highneſs in- Perſon the day before, not to be from 
his fide, ſhould make aſeparate Fighting with Tromp (0 
far Leeward of all the reſt. Nor was his Highneſles Reer- 
Admiral Sir Fohy Chichely with his Divifion near, becauſe 
the Enemy had ſoon interpoſed between him and the 
Prince : ſo that betwixt twelveand one of the Clock, his 
Highneſs was wholly furrounded by the Dutch, being 
preſſed by de Reyter and his Squadron on his Lee- quarter, 
an Admiral with two Flags more on. his Weather-quarter, 
and the Zealand Squadron on his broad-fide to Windward, 
Thus they imployed all their Forces, having defigned to 
take no more notice of the Frexch than the French did of 
them, oro his Highneſs; although they had continually 
in their Eye the Blew Flagg ſet upen the MiJos Peek, which 
was the Signal ro fall on, Exprcſly ſerdowninthe General 
InſtruRions for Fighting, which had been ſent before by 


his Highneſs to Count 4 Eſtrees ; which hath been atteſted, 


alſo by 2artel in his Relation, and that the Prince did 
give the Signal before mentioned, with all other figns that 
might incite a Eſfrees to bear down to his Aſſiſtance, ha* 
ving a fair Wind for the purpoſe ;. but that inſtead of this, 
he kept the Wind, contenting himſelf to give his Ships 
more then cammon and halt diſtance from the Enemy, 
And 'cis related further by 4e Martel, That himſelf ſaw 
very well how ſhameful this was z but beinz under Com- 
mand now, not to Attempt any. thing without Order from 


the- 


the Count ; and beſides, not daring to truſt the Captains 
of his own party to follow him, whoin the former Aion 
this day had deſerted him, he fhrugged up his Shoulders, 
and could do no more but forbid any ſhooting from his 
Ship : And he concludes his Relation with thele words, 
That if the Count would have fallen in with the fair wind upon 
de Ruyter and Bankaert, at therr firſt Engazi'g, who far 
exceeded the Prince in number of force, they maſt needs have 
been incloſed between his Highneſs ard d' Eftrees , and ſo 
there would have been an entire Defeat of the Enemy, 

Nevertheleſs, his Highneſs proſecuted the Fighr on 
with anundanted mind, and ſo Anſwered chem at all points, 
that he gave them enough of ic, and ſo forced them to 
give way, that he ſoon got an opportunity to jcyn with Sir 
Fohn Cticbely: which being done, about twoof the Clock 
his Highneſs diſcovered Sir £dward Spragg with his Blew 
Squadron at a great diſtance, about 3, Leagues to Lee-ward 
bearing N. N. E, and not knowing what condition 
that Squadron was in, and not hearing the Guns well 
plyed, he made all the Say! he could towards them, to 
unite and relieve them, if he ſhould find occafion requi- 
red it, 

No ſooner had de Rayter perceived the deſign of the 
Prince, bur he left Firing, and boar away alſo with his 
whole Fleet, to the reliet of Tromp z ſo that both Fleetrs 
ran down fide ty fide within Range of Cannon: ſhots but 
without firing oneither ſide; and as we were Sayling down 
we (aw mary of 5pragg's Blew Squadron, which we judged 
had received ſome camag? to Windward of his Body ; 
ind ſome of the Red likewiſe, ro whom his Highneſs fired 
1 Gun, asacalltothem to bear down to him : notwith- 


ARanding which they did not ; but aHout 4. a Clock we 


were gor nigh che Blew Squadron, where we found Sir £4- 
ward Spragg s Ship the Royal Prince wholly diſabled, her 
Main maſt, Mizon-maſt , and foretop-maſt ſhot away, 
and divers more Ships of his Squadron diſabled, the Vice- 
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Admiral of the Blew laying to Windward of her, mending 
his Sayls and Rigging z the Earl of Offory, Reer-Admiral 
of the Blew, lay a ſtern of the Royal Prince, between her 
« and the Enemy; bending of his new Sayles, and mending 
his Rigging, and two Frigats by him : whereupon, his 
Highneſs (cnt two Frigats to take the Royal Prince in a 
Tow, 
Naw Tremps Squadron lay to the Eaſtward of them, 
ſome of them Diſabledalſo of their Top- maſts and Yards, 
' part of his Squadron with his Vice-Admiral and Reer- 
Admiral ſtanding to the Eaſtward cloſe by a Wind with all 
©1uc Sayl they could to gain it, and ſo they Tack't again 
upon the Blew ; at which rime we came near them, being 
about 4. a Clock : Then de Ruyter fired a Gun, upon 
which Tromp Tackt, with defign to make them(c]ves 
Maſters of our Lame Ships, zz. The Royal Prince and 
others ; the Royal Prince being bravely defended by Sir Fob 
Kempthorn, and the Earl of Offory, and Afiiſted by ſome 
of the ſame Squadron. This made us lay by for Sir Fobn 
Kempthorn, to get our Fleet in order to Attack the Ene- 
my again, and then his Highneſs pur out the Blew Flagg upon 
the MiJon- Perk, which is the u{ual Signal to bring all the 
Ships into the Generalls Wake or Graing,and ſent Ketches, 
Sloops and Boats, to Ships that were to windward, to 
Command themin: whereupon we bore up, and ſteered 
in betwcen de Ruyter and our Lame Ships, and fired a Gun 
to ſome of our own Ships ta Windward to bear down ; but 
none came near to Aſſiſt his Highneſs but Sir Fobs Kemp- 
hora 3nd my Lord of offoryz ſo we havereaſon to belicye, 
that except hisHighneſs had comein ſo happily ro the relief; 
the Bl:w Squadron had been totally loſt, fince they were ſo 
Diſabled, that no more of them but thoſe two Flaggs 
only were in a condition to give him. any Afliſtance in a 
further encountring with the Enemy, 
p About 5. a Clock de Ruyter,with all his Flaggs and Fleer 
—. Came ſide by {ide cloſe up with the Prince ; ſo there began 
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a yery thary Engagement z his Highneſs had none belides 
the Vice- Pat and Reer-Admieit of the Blew to ſecond 
him, but Sir Fehn Harman, Cape, Davis in the Triumph, 
Capt, Stout in the Worſpight;and his Highnefles own Divi- 
fion, Sir Fohn Holmes in the Rupert, Capt. Legg in the 
Royal Katherine, Sir Fobn Berry in the Reſolution, It John 
Earnley in the Henry, Sir Roger Strickiord in the Mary ,and 
Capt, Carter in the Crown, a 4th. Rate Ship; in all, not 
above 1 3,0r 14. Ships : The Fight was very ſharp and 
cloſe z about 7. a Clock his Highneſs forced the Enemy 
into a very great diſorder, and then ſent two Fire ſhips 
amongſt them, which increaſed it; and if the French,who 
now again lay at a convenient diſtance to Windward, 
would have obeyed the Prince his Signal, and bore down 
upon the Enemy according to their Duty , we muſt needs 
have Routed thera, and Torn them to Pieces. It was the 
plaineſt and greateſt opportunity that ever was loſt at Sea, 
The Fight continucd till the day was nigh ſpent, and the 
Sun juſt ſettings at which time his Highneſs ſeeing my 
Lord of offery and Sir John Kempthern both in ſome mea- 
ſure Diſabled, and none elſe likely to be Aſſiſting to make 
a through end of the Buſineſs, it was kigh time to carty 
off our diſabled Shipsz to which purpoſe he edged off to- 
wards them with an eafie Say], and the Dutch laid their 
heads to the Eaſtward : ſo the Battel ended. 

W hea the Night had parted us and the Enemy, and no 
more was to be done, came a Meſſenger from Count 
Eſirees the French Admiral, to demand Orders, and to 
know what was meant by the Blew Flagg apon the Mizon- 
Peek, though all the Engliſh knew, and ſo did his own 
Vice- Admiral acknowledge, and the Inſtrutions for 
Fighting which the Prince had ſent him, and others of the 
Frexcb Captains can tell, andall the World, that he had 
as much Reaſon to know it, and more Eminently, than 
any of themſelves; however, it was cunningly done of + 
Count 4 Fſtrees, by a ſpecial Meſſage to compleat the 
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whole affair thas with a perfet Mockery, after the Hul2n- 
ders had ſtood off to their own Coaſt, 

As to the Damage on either fide, great Execution was 
done upon the Tackle and Rigging by both Parties, and 
divers Ships diſabled ;' Tromp ſhitted his Ship on that Ac- 
count once, and Sir Edward Sprage twice ; ſo that when 
the Royal Prince was diſabled, he went and ſet up his Flag in 
the Sr. George ; which becoming diſabled alſo, he was fain 
" to take Boat to go on Board the Royal Charles, and had nor 
Rowed aun ten Boats lengch, buta Buller came and broke 
his Boat: They made back again as faſt as they could, bur 
before they could get within throw of the Ropes, the Boar 
ſunk, and Sir Edzard Sprage was drowned, though when 
he was taken up bis Head and Shoulders were found above 
Water, his Arms having taken ſo dead a hold of ſome part 
of the Boar, that they could not diſ-engage himfrom ir, 
Neither we nor the French loſt one Ship of War ; only the 
Henrietts Yatch was ſunk by the fide of my Lord of Offory, 
Of the ſlain we are to reckon Captain LZexeve , Captain 
Merryweather of the Duke of Buckinghams Regiment being 
Foot- Officers, and Mr, Hay a Volunteer, Of Sea- 
Commanders Sir William Reeves (a perſon of great bra. 
very, one that from his youth had been Educated by his 
H:ghneſs, and who had conſtantly attended him with 
high Courage, and Fidelity in all- Fortunes by Sea and 
Land; fo that he arrived to the skill, and made good the 
ChaiaQer of a Gallant Commander) and Captain Hey- 
war ( a Gallant old Sea-man ) both dyed of their wounds, 
which were all of note that we hear of. In his Highneſy's 
own Ship were ſixty men lain and dangerouſly wounded. 

What the Enemy loſt was hard t5 determine; but two 
of their great Ships of 90. and 60, Guns were loſt, in our 
ſighr, the one (ſunk by Sir Fohns Kempthorne, Two of the 
Dutch Flag-Officers with ſeveral Captains were flain z and 
of Common Sea-men a very conſiderable number. 
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Now, having runover all the particulars of this Sum- 
mers AQion , ler us pauſe alictle, and conſider the He- 
roick behaviour of this Excellent Prince, how Gloriouſly 
he acquitted himſelf in all the parts of a great General, 
and whether it were poſſible for any Man, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, todo more then he hath done? la the mid(t 
of ſo many Inirigues of Oppoſition here at home, ſo many 
delays of his Commiſſion, ſo few Powers contained 1a it, 
ſuch {cantly number of Sea- men, fo little aſſurance of, Ci- 
vers Chief Commanders, (uch failure of Proviſions, ſuch 
want of Ammunition and all other Neceſlaries, ſuch deceit 
of Navy- Officers, ſuch non-obſervance of Orders at Sea 
amongſt his owa Fyneliſh, and ſo manifeſt defeRions of the 
French, not to be Staggered in his Reſolutions, nor to be 
put out of all Patience and Prudence in Aion, nor to 
abate of his AﬀeCtion and Zeal for the Honour and Service 
of His Majeſty, the ſafeguard and Intereſt of Religion 
and the Kingdom, in a ſeaſon when ſo many Popiſh Pro- 
jeRors plaid a Game under board, and above too, will be 
an everlaſting Argument of his Highneſſes Valour and 
Renown ; and muſt needs be a ſtrong Obligation upon the 
King, the Parliament, and People of England; who are 
now left to judge, whether it was not a wonderful good 
Providence of God, and one of the moſt memerable 
pieces of Serviceeverdone at Sea, to ſurmount all thoſe 
difficulties, and even Envy it ſelfz and after all, tobring 
home the Fleet- Royal of England, without the loſs of one 
Man of War, to her own Shore in Safety, in deſpight of 
all Enemies that deſigned otherwiſe by Sea and Land. 


Tantum potwit unins viri virtue, & fortuna, 
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